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Upcoming Events!
We are planning a packed year full of
events, workshops, and some fun
too! We started off with a bang Ð see
the round-up on our Expo for Coffee
Farmers overleaf.

First, the January Board Meeting,
come and meet your new Board (see
next column) at the CTAHR
meeting room, opposite the Aloha
Theater in Kainaliu, 4pm on
Wednesday January 16th, and every
third Wednesday of the month.

The next workshop will be the ever-
popular Pruning, with the ever-
popular Bob Smith sharing his
wisdom.

Pruning Workshop Ð
Saturday, January 26.!
Registration & Refreshments at 8:30
a.m.!Workshop at 9 a.m.!Bob
Smith will discuss the importance of
Pruning to maintain a vigorous crop
of coffee from year to year. He will
cover the Beaumont-Fukunaga
method and variations of the method.
Plenty questions and talk story.
Location: 78-6919 Palekana Road
(Henry Williams' farm),!Holualoa
Go up OLD POI Factory Road
3/10ths of mile past big water tank.
Turn left on Palekana and 1/8 of a
mile to the farm on the Mauka side.
There will be a sign.

The workshop is free to KCFA
members, $10 for non-members.
Prior registration helpful - with Ken
Sheppard at 329-7239 or
kensheppard@hawaii.rr.com, so that
we can estimate refreshment needs.

More workshops are being planned.

Events we will be attending are the
BrewFest on March 8th (the only
event except the Chocolate Festival
we have to beat volunteers off with a
stick!), Pua Plantasia on March 15,
and Aloha Hawaiian Nights at the
Pier on March 29th. If you can
volunteer, please contact
marylou@cuppakona.com 329-4035

DVD Spectacular…
Those of you who came to our
Dinner in November, or to the Expo
Friday have had a chance to see our
great DVD. It is three minutes long
and really makes the case for 100%
Kona coffee. The DVD was made
with a grant from the Hawaii
Department of Agriculture and a
generous donation from Kona Gold
Coffee Liqueur (on the web at
Konagold.net).

We are pricing the DVDs so that you
can afford to buy lots, send them to
your customers, to your favorite
mainland coffee shop, to meetings
and groups. They come in a plastic
case, and the price is $2.50 each or
ten for $20. Please contact Sandra to
get yours now Ð 322-9445 or
SandraScar@aol.com. They will be
available through our online store on
the website shortly also.

Annual Meeting
We held our second Annual Meeting
on January 11th and we thank the
more than 60 members who came
out to listen and to vote.

Members listen at the Annual Meeting

The membership voted to increase
the size of the Board to eleven
members, so that the workload we
have taken on can be shared. Your
new Board is: Bruce Corker,
President; John McClure, Vice
President; Suzanne Kustusch,
Secretary; Deb Sims, Treasurer;
Members -Nancy Griffith, Sandra
Scarr, Sandy Masterson, Colehour
Bondera, Mary Lou Moss, Joanie
Rowe, Kathy Wood.
Come see them in action every third
Wednesday, 4pm at CTAHR room.
Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed citizens can
change the world; indeed, it's the only
thing that ever has.!!! Margaret Mead

Legislative Issues
Yes, the Legislative session is upon
us! We have two Bills stuck in
Committee at the State level, SB661
and HB72, both asking for Truth in
Labeling for Kona Coffee. We need
to get those Bills out to hearings, so
please watch your email Ð Bruce
Corker will be sending out
notifications when testimony, both
written and in person, is necessary.

Bruce mans the booth at our Expo

Would that the State cared about
Kona coffee the way our Hawaii
County Council does, not only have
they passed Resolution 417-07
requesting the State to adopt HB72
and SB661, they also last week
passed a Resolution for a five-year
moratorium on field plantings of
Genetically Modified coffee.

Con ten ts
Upcoming EventsÉÉÉÉÉ.É..É.1
DVDs for SaleÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ.ÉÉ..1
Annual Meeting..ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ.É1
Legislative IssuesÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ....1
Expo Round UpÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ.É2
Membership InformationÉÉÉÉ....2
Editor – Christine Sheppard



EXPO Round Up
KCFA held its first annual EXPO
for coffee farmers at the Makaeo
Pavilion at the Old Airport on Friday
January 11th. More than 100 people
(we stopped countingÉ) came to
check out the booths, listen to the
mini-workshops, and talk-story with
all the experts on hand.

Mahalos indeed to the companies and
individuals who came to share their
special knowledge with our farmers,
and to those companies who could
not come but sent information for us
to hand out. If you could not make it
to the Expo, or didnÕt pick up that
essential piece of information you
wanted, see next column for how to
contact our exhibitors.

Jill Wagner of Future Forests Nursery

A big draw all day was the farm
equipment section with ASHE,
Captain Cook Trading and Estrada all
showcasing specialized coffee farm
equipment ideal for smaller farms.
The sizes and prices on these allow
any farmer to take their coffee further
down the process than simply selling
cherry to the mills.

ASHE Mini-Grader & Fluid-Bed Roaster

Other highlights included EXPEDX
who have a range of biodegradable
packaging for the ÔgreenÕ in us;
Hawaii Community Federal Credit
Union with a range of services for
farmers, and pioneer farmers on hand
to talk-story; and Pau Hana showing
us how to keep our tools sharp rather
than throw them away.

Throughout the day mini-workshops
were held to talk-story about coffee
issues. Our thanks go to Bob Smith
for his pruning talk; Franz Weber for
tips on organic certification; Jill
Wagner on planting a healthy farm
and orchard with a variety of trees;
Ken Sheppard on drying and storage;
Virginia Easton Smith on coffee
cultivation.  Also mahalos go to Bill
Pierpont and Diane Yamamoto of the
HDOA Measurements and Standards
branch who came over from
Honolulu to help explain the
mysteries of the labeling and
certification laws.

A Workshop Session

And mahalos also to the companies
that were so generous with the door
prizes. Alii Printing gave a $100
certificate for printing services,
Custom Roasters gave two 20lb
roasting certificates, Holualoa Kona
Coffee Company gave over $250 in
milling and roasting certificates, the
Keei CafŽ gave $150 worth of lunch
and dinner certificates, and MiÕs
Italian Bistro gave a $100 dinner
certificate. Lucky winners!

We will definitely make this an
annual event, so if you know a
company that has good information
to share, or you have tips and advice
for us, or want to help organize,
please contact us at
info@konacoffeefarmers.org.

AgSecure Ð Crop Insurance Ð
Bonnie Lind 1-888-276-7728
www.agsecure.com
agsecure@sbcglobal.net
Alii Printing  Ð Marketing
Materials Ð Vicki Scott 329-1099
aliiprint001@hawaii.rr.com
ASHE LLC  Ð Coffee Farm
Equipment Ð Ken Sheppard 329-
7239 www.ashellc.com
kensheppard@hawaii.rr.com
Captain Cook Trading Ð Small
Farm Equipment Ð Emmerich
Grosch 323-2411 eginc@gte.net
Estrada Ð Small Farm Equipment
Ð Bob Nelson 322-2902
bnelson@lehuulafarms.com

EXPEDX Ð Burlap Bags & Foil
Bags Ð Cindy Boots 935-6446 Ð
cynthia.boots@xpedx.com
Future Forests Nursery Ð Shade
Tree Planting Ð Jill Wagner 325-
2377 trees@forestnursery.com
www.forestnursery.com
GrainPro  Ð Storage Bags for Dry
Coffee Ð Chuck Moss 329-4035
cmoss@turquoise.net
www.grainpro.com
Hawaii Community Federal
Credit Union Ð Nellie Medeiros 1-
800-514-2328
nelliem@hicommfcu.com
www.hicommfcu.com
HDOA Measurement
Standards Branch Ð Certification
& Grading Ð Bill Pierpont 832-0690
HDOA.MS@hawaii.gov
Hawaii Organic Farmers
Association Ð Organic
Certification Ð Franz Weber 969-
7789 www.hawaiiorganicfarmers.org
hofa@hawaiiorganicfarmers.org
Holualoa Kona Coffee
Company Ð Processing Services -
322-9937 www.konalea.com
Lee Gilbow Ð Coffee Mill
Specialist 937-5301
Pau Hana Farms Ð Knife
Sharpening Ð Carol Weaver 328-
8099 pauhanaestate@yahoo.com
SMITHFARMS   Ð Pruning Ð Bob
Smith 328-8060
bob@smithfarms.com
www.smithfarms.com
UH CTAHR Coop Extension Ð
Coffee Cultivation Ð Virginia Easton
Smith 322-4892 vsmith@hawaii.edu
US Post Office Ð Shipping
Services Ð Ardie Ikeda 328-2500
www.usps.com

Join or Renew Today!
     The Kona Coffee Farmers
Association was founded to protect and
promote 100% Kona coffee, and to
support and provide an independent
voice to the farmers who grow Kona
coffee.
     We are a member-driven
organization and encourage member
input at all times. Regular membership
is $25, Associate (non-farmer)
membership is $20. This gains you
free entrance to our workshops, so is a
great deal.
     Find information and join online at

www.konacoffeefarmers.org


