
 

TTTHHHEEE      IIINNNDDDEEEPPPEEENNNDDDEEENNNTTT      VVVOOOIIICCCEEE   
Newsletter of the Kona Coffee Farmers Association                                                     September 2010 

 

PO Box 5436 Kailua Kona Hawaii 96745 USA            www.konacof f eef ar mer s.or g             inf o@konacof f eef ar mer s.or g  
  
 

 

Time to Ban Green 
Imports?  

New research*  has shown that global 
warming may be linked to one of the 
major threats facing the coffee 
industry: the coffee berry borer 
beetle has been devastating coffee 
plants around the world. . Warmer 
climates expand the reach and 
accelerate the breeding cycle of the 
beetles. Until recently, the coffee 
berry borer was confined to just a 
few regions in Central Africa. But 
since the 1980s, the beetle has 
gradually spread to every coffee-
growing region except Hawaii, 
Nepal, and Papua New Guinea.  
 

BACKGROUND: Hawaii is the 
only coffee region stupid enough to 
permit the import of foreign beans 
into our growing areas. 
 

The Hawaii Department of 
Agriculture's Plant Quarantine 
Program began in 1888, when King 
David Kalakaua decreed that in order 
to protect the coffee industry in 
Hawaii, new coffee plants would not 
be allowed into the islands. This 
protection has resulted in us having 
the only 100 year old trees still 
producing coffee; all other coffee 
growing areas are riddled with 
disease and pests.  
 

In the 1970's the rules were changed 
to allow the import of fumigated 
green coffee. All bulk green coffee 
imported in the State of Hawaii must 
be fumigated with methyl bromide to 
prevent the spread of diseases.  

 

In the 1980's African coffees were 
banned from import completely. 

APHIS (Dr. Neil Reimer - Head of 
Plant Quarantine) stated that African 
coffees are not allowed into the state 
of Hawaii because the pests prevalent 
in African coffees are not killed by 
methyl bromide, and would be 
devastating to our coffee. South and 
Latin American coffees continue to 
be allowed in if  fumigated. 
 

LATEST NEWS: Researchers 
estimate that the coffee berry borer 
now causes more than $500 million 
in damages each year making it the 
most costly coffee pest. Coffee 
growers have tried unsuccessfully to 
stop the beetle. Pesticides don't work, 
and even if  they did, they are a bad 
choice, given their negative effects 
on coffee quality. 
 

The borer did not appear in 
Colombia, until 1988, but it has since 
become a persistent problem. At an 
International Coffee Organization 
meeting in February, a Colombian 
coffee representative stated that their  
coffee exports had dropped from 12 
million bags to 8 million bags last 
year and that infestation by the borer, 
(along with excessive rainfall and 
reduced application of fertilizer), was 
to blame. 
 

News of this type makes it ever more 
important that Hawaii protect its 
heritage coffee crop from importation 
of insects and diseases. This new 
crisis in Colombia should make us 
take a look at our import laws.  Many 
other treasured Hawaiian crops 
(banana, pineapple, guava, orchids, 
and many more) are completely 
protected from incoming pests and 
diseases by import laws that prevent 
any unprocessed fruits, seeds and 
plants coming in from foreign 
sources. It is time for our unique 
coffees, which add considerably to 
the economy of Hawaii in many 
ways, to be given that same level of 
protection. Ban green imports 
entirely. 
 

*See story by Erica Westly for Yale Environment  
guardian.co.uk/environment/2010/aug/27/coffee-
threatened-beetles-warming  

FedEx Discounts 
for KCFA Members!  
Holiday Season is coming up!  Save 
both you and your customer money, 
and give a secure, reliable shipping 
system to those important holiday 
orders. This is a FREE member 
benefit of belonging to KCFA, and 
the rates easily match any you have 
had before with other organizations. 
Get ready for your busiest season Ð 
itÕs easy, the sign-up forms are at 
konacoffeefarmers.org/FedEx.KCFA
.asp 
 
Political Viewpoint  
While the KCFA does not endorse candidates, 
the Association does welcome factual 
information on political  issues affecting Kona 
coffee growers.  
PLEASE VOTE!! � . Make the voice 
of Kona Coffee farmers heard in this 
election. The primary election is 
September 18, 2010. Walk-in voting 
is from September 3 to September 
16, 2010. 
 

Political Responses  
The KCFA sent questionnaires to 
candidates for Governor, Lt. 
Governor, US Congress District 2, 
State Rep Districts 5 and 6, County 
Council Districts  6, 7 and 8, 
covering three issues important to 
Kona coffee farmers. These 
questions covered Truth-in-Labeling 
for Kona Coffee, Ability to Testify at 
Oahu Legislative Sessions by Video 
Conference from the Outer Islands, 
Serving Only 100% Hawaiian 
Coffees at Hawaii Government 
offices and events. 
 

Shockingly, over a third of the 
candidates for Governor and Lt. 
Governor did not bother to respond. 
All three Congressional District 2 
candidates responded fully, as did 
State District Five candidates. In 
State District 6 only Denny Coffman 
responded. In the Hawaii County 
Council races, three out of four 
replied in District 6 (Guy Enriques 
did not botherÉ) , In District 7, only 
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Brenda Ford replied, and in District 8 
all four candidates replied. 
 

Despite the very reasonable 
questions, the responses ranged from 
total and complete support for our 
aims, to almost derision from some 
respondents. The response from 
Kelly Greenwell was particularly 
disappointing.  
REVIEW THESE RESPONSES 
BEFORE YOU VOTE! Be aware of 
how your future political voices view 
the needs of our coffee farming 
community! Read them complete  at 
konacoffeefarmers.org/Candidates 2010.pdf 

 
Farmer 
Business  
Seal  
New alternative KCFA Farmer 
Business Seals Guaranteeing 100% 
Kona Coffee just released by the 
KCFA! Dress up your Coffee 
Bag!  New, larger, multicolored, 
laser sharp printed, with 
adhesive backing -  Farmer 
Business Seals.  Buy as few as 96 
Seals for $6.72.  Log-in and go 
the Store.                                                                   
 

KCFA Restaurant 
Roll of Honor!  
KCFA has created a “Restaurant 
Honor Roll” for West Hawaii 
Restaurants that offer 100% Kona 
coffee as a menu item.  We will be 
publicizing this Honor Roll and 
encouraging West Hawaii residents 
and visitors to enjoy a cup of 100% 
Kona coffee at these restaurants. 
  

Our first two honorees are 
Keei Café in Kainaliu 

and 
Mi’s Italian Bistro in Kealakekua 

 

Ingrid (and new baby) at Mi’s accepting the 
Roll of Honor Certificate. 

Both these f ine dining establishments 
have long featured 100% Kona 
coffee. Congratulations to both! 
  

We will be expanding the list of 
Honorees.  Please submit your 
nominations for additional Honor 
Roll restaurants to Kathy Wood at 
kathywood@hawaii.rr.com 
  

Also, please patronize our Honor 
Roll restaurants, and please take the 
time to thank them for serving 
"100% Kona Coffee". 
 

Scam Alert – 
Almost Daily!!!  

By Cea Smith 
There are EXCEPTIONS to each 
listed below but red flag these: 
 

An email asking about your 
products and cost written to your 
website address (why arenÕt they 
reading?) I will like to order some 
Kona Coffee from your company 
please get back to me with the one's 
available and there prices, so that i 
can determine the quantities that i 
will be ordering. And please do not 
forget to include your web page in 
your replying back to my mail   
Person also seems persistent. 
 

 A big order that seems too good to 
be true I need about 200 bags. 
 

 Phrasing which seems odd.  
Probably not an original English 
speaker? (see above) 
 

Asking about an irregular shipping 
method or shipper- not what most of 
your customers ask for. Also just 
glance at the address, to be sure looks 
legitimate.     
 

Asking if  you take charge cards 
(your website will say you do or do 
not- why the question?) eg. Please 
also let me know the form of payment 
you accept please get back to me so 
that we can continue thank you and 
look forward to hear from you soon 
 

Anyone who does not seem to 
want to use the usual channels should 
be suspect. 
 

Of course 99% of the inquiries you 
get are legitimate.  Just donÕt waste 
your time and raise your hopes on the 
oddities! 

 

Membership Corner  
By Joanie Rowe 

New type of GrainPro bags to 
replace old style. The new ZIPLOCK 
style!  Recommended by the owner 
of GrainPro and he has sold 320,000 
to date with no complaints.  These 
bags are used to store all grains, all 
over the world. The price per bag for 
either style will be $3.25 due to a 
10% increase to all their products. 
Please remember to login before 
purchasing any KCFA merchandise.  
 

GrainPro has a new Collapsible 
Dryer Case. Designed for safe and 
protected sun drying of all 
agricultural commodities, it is made 
of heavy duty black reinforced PVC.  
Easily folded and transportable, with 
a heavy duty, army quality zipper at 
three sides which enables rapid 
closing in case of sudden rain. No 
need for concrete or wooden 
platform and can be lent out or 
shared by farmers. 

 
It would be a very inexpensive way 
to start drying to parchment for the 
new farmer. 
http://www.grainpro.com/grainpro-collapsible-dryer-
case.php 
 

KCFA is now wired for sound with 
our new Portable PA system, so you 
can hear our message even betterÉ . 
 

As of July 2010 the KCFA board 
passed a motion to change the dual 
owner/farmer membership fees. The 
cost for the second owner/farmer is 
$10.00 for the duration of this 2010 
membership year.  In the future a two 
member owner/farmer membership 
will cost $40.00.  We encourage you 
to join and show your support as a 
farmer and to have a voice in what 
happens to 100% Kona Coffee. 
 If you would like to take advantage 
of this new fee please contact me at 
joanierowe@rowesviewcoffee.com. 
Or send a check, made payable to 
KCFA to Deb Sims at PO BOX 832 
Honaunau HI 96726-0832. 


