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The Second Annual
KCFA Dinner and
Benefit Auction
Sunday November 16 th from
5 – 9:30 pm at King
Kamehameha Hotel
We invite all supporters of the
Farmers of 100% Kona Coffee to
attend and have a great time.

And this year we have wonderful
entertainmentÉÉ

From 5:30 to 7 enjoy

Kauwila
When he plays slack-key and sings
Hawaiian music, you hear the Spirit of
the islands play and sing through him.
www.letyourjoyshine.com

And from 7:30 to 8É..

Hibiscus Jam
"a cappella" quartet singing vintage

songs of yester-year, including
ÒCalendar GirlÓ with special Kona
lyrics in honor of our Calendar Girls!
www.hibiscusjam.com

Generous merchants have donated
great items for the Auction including
our most popular item last year Ð a
truckload of soil from Soil Plus!

Silent Auction and No-host cocktails
begin at 5. Sumptuous Hawaiian
Dinner Buffet at 7.

Tickets $35 available by
credit card  on our brand new
site konacoffeefarmers.org, or
by credit card, check or cash
from Mary Lou 329-4035 or
Kathy 328-9548

Kona Coffee Festival
Friday November 7th

International Lantern Parade
& Cultural Program
We will be in this traditional lighted
parade down Alii Drive from the Pier
to Hale Halawai starting at 6:30 pm.
Visit our booth at Hale Halawai
from 7:30 pm.
Saturday 8th Holualoa Kona
Coffee Tasting & Art Stroll
Visit our booth and stroll through a
collection of fine estate coffees and
great galleries, from 9 to 3.
Wednesday 12th  and Thursday
13th Gevalia Kona Coffee
Cupping  Competition
We will have a booth at the Keauhou
Beach Resort 9-2 as judgeÕs select
KonaÕs finest gourmet coffee.

The final round takes place on
Thursday 13th from 9 to noon. Kona
farmers up and down the coffee belt
covet the recognition this annual
award brings. The panel of
international judges reveal their
choices on Thursday.
Saturday November 15th

Grand Parade & Hale
Halawai Events
Featuring Miss Kona Coffee the
parade starts at Kailua Gym at 9:30
ending at the Royal Kona Resort.

Hale Halawai hosts numerous
events, competitions, and
entertainment from 9:30 to 3. Come
visit our booth.
Sunday November 16th Kona
Coffee Concert in the Park
At the Kona Inn Shopping Village
from 4-5, ocean front music by the
Kamuela Philharmonic. Ending just
in time for you to come to the King
Kamehameha Hotel forÉ..
The Second Annual KCFA
Dinner and Benefit Auction.

What is Next for the
Calendar Girls?
Friday November 7th Ð Lantern
Parade Ð 6:30 pm
Saturday November 8th 2-4 pm,
Calendar signing at Kona Bay
Books, konabaybooks.com
Saturday November 15th 9:30 am,
Grande Parade
Saturday November 22nd 2-4 pm,
Calendar signing at Kona Stories
konastories@hawaiiantel.biz

Mayor Kim Vetoes
GMO Coffee and Kalo
Bi l l !
County Council Bill #361 restricting
release of GMO taro and coffee in the
County was passed by the Council
10/8/08 by a vote of 9-0. More than
5.5 hours of testimony came from
93 people, of which 69% testified in
favor of the Bill, followed by an
hour of deliberation by the Council
prior to the vote at 7:15 pm.

However, despite this unanimous
vote, Mayor Harry Kim, with only a
month of his administration
remaining, has issued yet another
veto.

Council Chairman Pete Hoffmann
said that an override attempt on the
veto is possible, and he has called a
special council session for Thursday
November 13th at 10 am to hear
public testimony again.
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According to West Hawaii Today on
Thursday 30th October, Mr Hoffman
said "The bill only addressed two
crops that were specific to the Big
Island. I cannot imagine the mayor's
reluctance to support or to recognize
the overwhelming support this bill
generates."

MORE testimony, and in the middle
of coffee harvest AND coffee
festival?  How arrogant can a mayor
be in his last month? What can
possibly have influenced this very
soon retiring offical one wonders?
How can he ignore the amazing feat
of Councilman Dominic Yagong
who randomly called coffee farmers
in the County and 82% (73 out of 89
contacted) favored Bill 361 and the
restrictions on GMO coffee. Yagong
observed, "the majority stood loud
and clear" on the matter.

It is no secret that the deep pockets
of the GMO seed and corn industry
can afford to send lawyers and
representatives to give testimony all
the time, any time. Our coffee
farmers are struggling with harvest,
bad economic times, and supporting
our famous festival to help boost
coffee sales.

At the very least, Hawaii County
Council, please replay all the tape of
all the valiant farmers who have
shown up time after time at the
Council meetings, so that they do
not have to do this again at the risk
of their harvest. We truly appreciate
the support you have given us.

Letter to the Editor
October 11th 2008
It has come to my attention that in
your newsletter you stated:
! The Kona Coffee Council, despite the
Position Statement posted on their
website, had their Board members
Steve Collector, Gloria Bivens, David
Bateman, and Tom Greenwell
testifying in opposition, and stating
that this was the position of the KCC.
Members of the KCC in the audience
who later testified, were not aware that
the KCC had made any such change to
their position.
This is untrue. Steve, Gloria, Dave
& Tom were representing the HCA
position. The KCC stands behind
our Position Statement and has not
changed it. I did my homework and
checked to see if we had changed our
position and we had not. The KCC

board members spoke being in opposition to the bill as written, was their opinion,
which did not take into consideration (that) of the Official KCC position. A
portion of the board was opposed to any field-testing however were for lab testing
off island. Just because that is what they think does not reflect the position of the
membership. If the KCC were to change itÕs position it would have to be voted
upon by the members, not just the board. I do not feel that the members would be
so inclined. Again the County Council did what needed to be done, and that is to
ban GMO on the Big Island as far as Taro and our precious Kona Coffee.

Donna Wooley – President, Kona Coffee Council

Editorial
I applaud Donna WooleyÕs stand here, and her courage in bucking the powerful
members of her Board, who are apparently intent on subverting the Kona Coffee
CouncilÕs name and influence to whatever their own political and business ends
prefer. In fact, Donna approved a joint ad (content and cost) thanking the Hawaii
County Council members for their courageous stand on behalf of Kona coffee and
taro farmers. Unfortunately, just before the deadline date, she was forced to
withdraw the KCCÕs endorsement of the County CouncilÕs decision, saying she
Òdid not have Board of Director support for the adÓ.  What a pityÉ.

The solo KCFA ad is unveiled below, and appears in the November 2nd West
Hawaii Today.

Is this a signal to KCC members that certain individuals of their Board of Directors
are (again) acting unilaterally and without their approval? Time to rein them in,
perhaps?
The opinions expressed in this editorial are those of the Editor .

 

Classified Ads
Check out our classifieds at at www.konacoffeefarmers.org/Classifieds.asp
ON OUR BRAND NEW WEB SITE!  Free placement for all members.

Join or Renew Today!
The KCFA was founded to protect and promote 100% Kona coffee, and to provide an
independent voice to the farmers who grow Kona coffee. We are a member-driven
organization and encourage member input. Regular membership is $25, Associate (non-
farmer) membership is $20. This gains you free entrance to our workshops, so is a great
deal. Find information and join online at konacoffeefarmers.org  Note: Your
membership will run through to the end of 2009, a bonus two months.


