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Donald Schoenholt, Specialty Coffee Association of America (SCAA) Lifetime Achievement laureate, and member of an old and respected coffee family, is coffeeman at 172-year old Gillies Coffee Company, founded in 1840.  A roaster, cupper and teacher of renown, Donald has written hundreds of articles on coffee subjects during his career of almost a half-century. He has been quoted in The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, The Tokyo Shimbun and The Times of London. Schoenholt has been called, “Father of America’s coffee renaissance,” having loaned himself early to the cause of bringing first self-respect and then world recognition to America’s cup. Among his services to his fellows was founding the Roasters Guild, co-founding the Specialty Coffee Association of America, and being among the first supporters of Coffee Kids®, Grounds for Health, Specialty Coffee Quality Institute, Women’s Coffee Alliance, Coffee Trust® and Cup for Education.  
Don helped write the specialty coffee traders’ Green Coffee Contract, and was a charter member of the SCAA Green Coffee Arbitration Panel.  He has served as Gourmet/Specialty Editor at the prestigious Tea & Coffee Trade Journal for over 30 years and serves on the Roast Magazine Advisory Board.  Mr. Schoenholt was the first individual recipient of the SCAA Mose Drachman Award for excellence.  Donald was named among the 25 most influential people in the coffee industry during the last quarter century by Gourmet Retailer Magazine.  He has contributed his expertise to many books on coffee as well as to numerous governments, The United Nations, The World Bank, Federal Reserve Bank of Boston, private corporations, museums educational institutions and media.  In addition to the SCAA Lifetime Achievement award Donald holds accolades from Jamaica WI, Tanzania Coffee Board, Coffee Growers of Colombia, Coffee Kids, Roasters Guild, and The Coffee Brewing Center, among others. Mr. Schoenholt was Tea & Coffee Man of the Year in 1998, and was honored as SCAA 2010 Distinguished Author. Mr. Schoenholt has written the forward to Coffee Philosophy For Everyone; Grounds for Debate, published by Wiley-Blackwell, in bookstores now, and was recently featured on Japanese television. With others Donald is working on a volume about coffee and sustainability to be published next year.
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